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Six acclaimed fi lms – all ABQ premieres –
from the U.S., Israel, Mexico and Poland

Celebrate the Jewish Experience through Cinema!

On Bikel - put date at top with time
Start � lm write up w Narrated by Alan Alda- on its own line 
before blurb - will be same number of lines
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Infused with deep humanity and Yiddishkeit, 

the portraits of two beloved icons – Sholom 

Aleichem and Theodore Bikel – are woven 

together combining their common wit, wisdom 

and talent. 

Bikel's charismatic storytelling and masterful 

performances reveal invaluable windows into 

pre-war Eastern European Jewish life. 

Leona
This intimate, insightful, and moving fi lm tells the story of a young 

Jewish woman from Mexico City who fi nds herself torn between 

her family and her forbidden love. Watching Leona negotiate the 

labyrinth of familial pressure, religious precedent, and her own 

burgeoning sentiment is both painful and beautiful – there are no 

easy choices to be made and the viewer travels back and forth with 

her as she struggles with her heart to take the best path.

Doors open 1:30 pm
Documentary

USA, 2014 | 75 min
English

Director: John Lollos

Mambo Matinee!
The Mamboniks
Bagels meet bongos in the telling of this little-

known story of the Jewish love affair with Latin 

music. Set in New York, Havana, Miami Beach, and 

the Catskills, this uplifting fi lm features a lovable, 

zany collection of dancers from the 1950s. Now 

retired yet still dancing in Florida, they share their 

passion for the Mambo, the hot dance from Cuba 

that became a worldwide sensation. Featuring an 

infectious soundtrack including Tito Puente, Celia 

Cruz and Pérez Prado, (aka the Mambo King).

Join Aimee Ginsburg Bikel, visiting from LA, for a 

special presentation about ‘Theo’ and this fi lm.

A gradute of Hebrew University, Aimee worked for 

Yedioth Ahronoth, Israel’s daily newspaper, for 16 

years as correspondent to India. She is the founding 

director of Theodore Bikel Legacy Project, and was 

married to Theo from 2013, until his death in 2015. 

Opening Wine & Ch� se Reception 
Sunday July 14 • 2-5 pm  JCC Auditorium

93Queen
Set in the Hasidic enclave of Borough Park, 

Brooklyn, 93Queen follows Rachel ‘Ruchie’ Freier, 

a no-nonsense lawyer & mother of six, lead a 

group of tenacious Hasidic women determined 

to smash the “boys’ club” in their community by 

creating the fi rst all-female volunteer ambulance 

corps. With unprecedented and insider access, 

93Queen offers up a unique portrayal of empow-

ered women grappling to balance their faith with 

their emerging feminism, as they are confronted 

by the patriarchal 

attitudes that so 

dominate Hasidic 

society.

Saturday July 20, 7pm
Bank of America Theatre

National Hispanic Cultural Center
Doors open 6:30 pm

Drama
Mexico, 2018 | 95 min

Spanish w/ English subtitles
Director: Isaac Cherem

Sunday July 28 | 2 pm

Bank of America Theatre
National Hispanic Cultural Center 

Doors open 1:30 pm

Documentary, History 
USA, 2019 | 90 min
English & Spanish 

w/ English Subtitles 
Director: Lex Gillespie

Who Will Write Our History 
Adrien Brody and Joan Allen lend their voices to this story of 

resistance. When the Nazis created the Warsaw Ghetto, a group 

of scholars, journalists, and community leaders conducted a secret 

effort to document the fate of the 450,000 Jews sealed within so 

that the truth would survive, even if they did not. These testimonies 

comprise perhaps the most important archive of original material 

compiled by Jews during the Holocaust. NYT Critics’ Pick

Thursday July 25 | 7 pm
Regal® High Ridge Theatre

Doors open 6:30 pm

Documentary, History
Poland/USA, 2018 | 95 min

English, Polish & Yiddish 
w/ English Subtitles 

Director: Roberta Grossman

Sunday July 21 | 2 pm

Regal® High Ridge Theatre
Doors open 1:30 pm

Drama, Comedy
Israel, 2018 | 99 min

Hebrew w/ English Subtitles
Director: Eliran Malka

The Unorthodox 
In 1980’s Israel, Yaakov Cohen, a Jerusalem printer, 

is incited to act when his daughter is expelled from 

a prestigious religious school just for her ethnicity.  

Without money or connections, fueled by a raging 

sense of inequity and a belief that Sephardic Jews 

should be able to hold their heads up high, Yaakov 

and friends unite to form the ultra-Orthodox 

Shas Party. Challenging the dominant Ashkenazi 

establishment, their grassroots movement sets 

off one of the most surprising and transformative 

elections Israel has ever had. Based on actual 

events, Eliran Malka’s uplifting feature debut 

delights with suspense and humor, relating a tale 

of underdog activists.

Thursday July 18, 7pm
Regal® High Ridge Theatre

Doors open 6:30 pm

Documentary
USA, 2018 | 93 min

English
Director: Paula Eiselt

Following the fi lm, please join us in the Lobby for a Cuban Nosh and cash bar.

Theodore Bikel: In the Shoes of Sholom Aleichem 
Narrated by Alan Alda

FILM FEST FINALE

Aimee GInsburg Bikel

View trailers and purchase tickets at ABQJewishFilmFest.com / 505.332.0565
Thank you to our sponsors:
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